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(57) Abstract: An audio signal encoding method, an' audio signal decoding method, a transmitter, a receiver, and a wireless micro- 
phone system, wherein a high compression efficiency can be achieved with a high quality and a low delay maintained. There are 
included a sub-band dividing filter bank (4a) for dividing an audio signal into a pluraKtj' of sub-bands and down-sampling them to 
produce a plurality of sub-band signals; LD-CELP quantizers (20a-20d) for encoding, based on LD^ZELP, the plurality of sub-band 
signals; and a multiplexer (4c) for producing a bitstream from the encoded sub-band signals. 
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